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EDITORIAL 


PEOPLE'STRIBUNE 


The ‘JOB’ Crisis: Cause And Solution 


“I’m one of 600,000 Americans who 
lost their jobs this year,” said a single 
Mom. “Potential employers tell me that 
so many people apply that they can get the 
skills they want without even considering 
everyone’s application, including mine.” 

This woman’s story is becoming the 
norm. Further, the breadth and depth of 
the current round of layoffs is reaching 
into every sector of the economy - in¬ 
cluding Wall Street which is now called 
the “new” Rust Belt. What is even more 
alarming is the fact that today’s job loss¬ 
es are, in the main, permanent. In Au¬ 
gust alone, the economy suffered a net 
loss of 84,000 jobs. Whole industries 
are going under, never to return again. 

What is the cause of the job crisis? 

Some say the layoffs are because 
the auto industry didn’t turn to smaller 
vehicles soon enough. Others say the 
job loss is because of outsourcing and 
emerging markets like China. Or be¬ 
cause of the bursting housing bubble and 
the sub-prime mortgage mess, which 
has now spread to the banking sector. 
All of these explanations are symp¬ 
toms of the crisis. None are the cause. 

Like all crises of capitalism, the root 
cause of economic crisis is the inability of 
workers to buy back the goods they pro¬ 
duce. But today’s crisis is qualitatively 
different from all earlier crises. This one 
cannot be resolved within capitalism. 

Here’s why. Capitalism is based on 
the buying and selling of labor power. 
The steady move to labor replacing 
electronic technology in the hands of 
the capitalist class is creating a perma¬ 
nent displacement of workers too poor 
to ever buy back the mountains of com¬ 
modities being produced. While it is 
true that the government intervened in 
a way to help the workers during the 
Great Depression, that crisis took place 
before the shift to the current, new tech¬ 


nological base of society. In the previ¬ 
ous era, human labor was essential to 
industrial production. Today it is not. 
Thus we see that government interven¬ 
tion on the side of the giant corporations 
and for the purpose of stabilizing the 
system is seemingly limitless. Interven¬ 


tion on the side of workers is non-exis¬ 
tent. The capitalists will not provide for 
workers they cannot employ or exploit. 

Also, in the past, the periodic re¬ 
cessions have been temporarily solved 
with more borrowed money. But sooner 
or later the loans have to be paid. Un¬ 
employed and impoverished workers 
can’t pay or buy. Without buyers, busi¬ 
nesses can’t sell what they make. See¬ 
ing this, bankers and other lenders are 
pulling back. Credit is drying up. The 
economy is headed from recession to¬ 
ward a full-scale depression. Even more 
dangerous — history shows that capital¬ 
ism, in periods such as these, will turn 


to military production, war and fas¬ 
cism in an effort to save the system. 

A Vision of a Different World 

Ultimately, there is only one way out 
of this: We, the people, must organize 


ourselves to fight for a new society where 
we use the marvelous technology at our 
disposal to provide for all. Such a soci¬ 
ety would guarantee that everyone has 
the necessities of life as a right. Imag¬ 
ine a world where money as a means 
of circulation of goods and services is 
a relic of the past — where the economy 
is organized so that everyone gets what 
they need, and where everyone gives 
back to the society their talents and 
skills. It is a world worth fighting for. 


The People’s Tribune is devoted to the 
proposition that an economic system that 
can’t or won’t feed, clothe and house its 
people ought to be and will be changed. 
To that end, this paper is a tribune of the 
people. It is the voice of millions struggling 
for survival. It strives to educate politically 
those millions on the basis of their own 
experience. It is a tribune to bring them to¬ 
gether, to create a vision of a better world, 
and a strategy to achieve it. 

We find ourselves at a historic moment as 
labor-replacing technology leads us on a 
path toward the decisive reconstruction of 
society. Who will win — the capitalists or 
the growing mass of poor — will depend 
on winning the hearts and minds of the 
people to create a society whose fruits 
benefit all. 

We offer our pages as a vehicle for the 
new ideas rooted in our reality, and to be 
the voice of those who seek to raise the 
consciousness of society. Let us gather 
our collective experience, intelligence and 
commitment to bring forth a vision that 
changes America into a society “by the 
people, of the people, for the people.” 
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Why Revolutionaries Need A Press 

From the Editors 

We are sometimes asked “Why do revolutionaries need a press?” The answer has to do with this moment in 
history. People are struggling just to get the basic necessities of life. Historical forces beyond anyone’s control 
have set the stage for a new society to be built, but from this point on, how things turn out depends on what 
people think. This means that those of us who are seeking fundamental change are engaged in a battle of ideas, 
a struggle to win the hearts and minds of the people. If we don’t raise the consciousness of the people and unite 
them around a vision of a better world and a strategy to achieve it, then we’ll fail in our effort to build a just and 
free society. To win the battle of ideas, we need a press. 
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ELECTIONS 2008: LET’S DECLARE 

OUR INDEPENDENCE FROM THE CORPORATIONS 


As this is being written, the 2008 
presidential election is just a few weeks 
away. The country is sliding deeper into 
a terrible economic crisis. This will 
probably be one of the most impor¬ 
tant elections in the country’s history, 
yet the process is unfolding as most 
U.S. presidential elections have - as a 
contest between two personalities put¬ 
ting forward vague slogans, instead 
of as a choice between two programs. 

The critical question facing us 
is, how do we resolve the growing 
crisis in the interest of the people? 

Those of us who are struggling for 
a decent life must ask ourselves, what 
has held back the process of improving 
our lives, and what do we need to do 
to move the process forward? The an¬ 
swer is simple to say, but can be hard 
to do: We have to stop thinking with 



The 

People’s 
Tribune 
Needs Your 
Donations! 


The People’s Tribune needs 
your help to go on being a voice 
of the people. We need to raise an 
additional $1000 each month to 
continue publishing in our current 
form. For 40 years, the People’s 
Tribune has brought our readers 
the stories of those who are strug¬ 
gling to move forward in a world 
where corporate power is threat¬ 
ening to crush them. Along with 
those stories, we try to offer some 
strategic perspective to help put 
the struggle in context and point 
the way toward victory. The Peo¬ 
ple’s Tribune gets no grants and 
has an all-volunteer staff. We rely 
completely on subscriptions and 
donations from our readers. We do 
this so that we can continue speak¬ 
ing the truth. 

Please donate whatever you 
can. See the subscription/donation 
form on the right. You can also do¬ 
nate using Pay Pal on our web site, 
www.peoplestribune.org. 

People’s Tribune 
Editorial Board 


the ideas of the corporations that mn 
this country and start thinking for our¬ 
selves, as workers. We have to break 
the ties that bind us politically to the 
very people who are eliminating our 
jobs, cutting our wages and benefits, 
and driving us into poverty. We have 
to begin thinking in terms of a political 
program that represents our interests, 
not the personalities of the candidates. 

It’s critical that we see the elections 
in their historical context. That context 
is the profound changes in the econo¬ 
my that have occurred over the past 40 
years. Computers and robots have been 
brought into the production process in 
a big way. More and more production 
is carried on with little or no labor, and 
millions of jobs have been permanently 
eliminated or reduced to part-time, con¬ 
tingency or low-wage jobs. A whole 
new class of dispossessed people is 
being created—millions who are cast 
out of the economy and are stmggling 
to survive on little or no work—while 
at the other end of society, a tiny class 
of billionaires and the corporations 
they control amass huge fortunes. 

There is no question but that these 
labor-replacing technological changes 
will transform our society; the question 
is who will control the transformation, 
and in whose interest will society be 
changed? In the hands of the workers, 
the new technology can help us build 
a society of abundance, free of poverty 
and fear. In the hands of the corpora¬ 
tions, the new technology means more 
wealth for the few and more unemploy¬ 
ment, poverty and fear for the many. 

The corporations have been success¬ 
ful over the years in promoting the no¬ 
tion of America as a classless society, 
where we all have the chance to make 
it, or even to get rich. But the ongo¬ 
ing destruction of jobs and our stan¬ 
dard of living is opening people’s eyes. 
The workers will begin to see that, no 
matter how hard they work, their lives 
and their families are being destroyed 
through no fault of their own, and 


neither the corporations nor the gov¬ 
ernment are doing anything about it. 

People with a program and a vi¬ 
sion of what’s possible can bring about 
change. In this context, it’s important 
to note that the Green Party candidates 
- Cynthia McKinney for president and 
Rosa Clemente for vice president - are 
running on a program that consciously 
deals with the developing economic 
and political crisis from the standpoint 
of protecting the interests of the people. 
Among other things, they have taken an 
uncompromising stand to end the U.S. 
occupations of Iraq and Afghanistan; 
to defend the human and civil rights 
of all workers, regardless of national¬ 
ity; to demand a single-payer health 
care system that guarantees health care 
to all; and to defend the rights and liv¬ 
ing standards of the workers against 
corporate power. Their program is in 
line with demands of the dispossessed, 


which this newspaper represents. 

We urge our readers to take an ac¬ 
tive part in the coming elections on the 
basis of program rather than personal¬ 
ity and vague sloganeering. The key 
is getting ideas out to people, so the 
workers can see what kind of society 
is possible and start thinking for them¬ 
selves. In the battle for the minds of the 
people, the elections are a forum where 
this dialogue about change can go on. 
We must stand on the demands of the 
dispossessed, the demands of those who 
are being stripped of what they have 
and plunged into poverty. Because they 
are fighting for life, they cannot com¬ 
promise, and they are forced to fight 
for a new society that will serve the 
needs of the workers. Their struggle 
will point the way forward for all of us. 



Members from various groups that form the Moratorium Now! Coalition 
demonstrate at the Michigan State Capitol in Lansing on September 17 in 
support of Senate Bill 1306 which calls for a statewide moratorium on fore¬ 
closures. 

PHOTO /DAYMONJHARTLEY.COM 


SUBSCRIBE TO THE PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE! ORDER BUNDLES 

□ Please send me a one-year individual subscription 

Name: 

[$20] 

□ Please send me a one-year institutional subscription 

Address: 

[$25] 


□ Please send me a bundle of PTs 

City/State/Zip: 

[ at 25 cents per paper ] 

Phone/Email: 

Enclosed is my donation of: 

□ $20 □ $50 □ $75 □ $ 100 □ $Other 

A/I y check or money order made payable to “People’s Tribune’’ is enclosed. 

Mail this coupon to: People’s Tribune, PO. Box 3524, Chicago, IL 60654-3524 


www.peoplestribune.org OCTOBER 2008 PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE 3 

























SPIRIT OF THE REVOLUTION 


This column depends on articles, comments, and criticisms from 
readers. Feel free to contribute. Contact us: c/o Boxholder, RO. Box 
720821, San Jose, California 95172 or by e-mail at 
spirit@peoplestribune.org. 


Making A Difference For Jesus. 

Helping The Homeless, In A Hurting World 


By Lenette Evans 

We live everyday where lives are 
hurting, people are dying and home¬ 
less people live under bridges and 
in dumpsters and alleys. Others 
live in poverty wondering how they 
will make it, and children go to bed 
night after night with nothing to eat 
right here in Berrien County, Mich.! 

Psalm 41:1 says: “Blessed is he 
who considers the poor....” The bible 
has a lot more to say about our at¬ 
titude to the poor than it does about 
some other things we hold dear as lead¬ 
ers. There are three attitudes to guard 
ourselves against if we are to effec¬ 
tively respond to the needs of the poor. 

EXCUSES 

We can have a myriad of excuses that 
can prevent us from helping the poor. 
We can hide behind our busy schedules, 


our lack of resources or our perceived 
distance from the problem. This is the 
equivalent of crossing the road when 
faced with the reality of people’s needs, 
circumstances and situations. It actually 
says a whole lot about where our priori¬ 
ties are and who we are. Proverbs 21:13 
says: “He who gives to the poor will not 
lack, but he who hides his eyes will have 
many curses.” If we respond to the needs 
of the poor God will give us the provi¬ 
sion and capacity to continue to do so. 

A JUDGMENTAL ATTITUDE 

Ignorance can cause us to make 
wrong judgments about the poor. We 
can make presumptions about why 
people are poor, how happy they are, 
how smart they are, and their willing¬ 
ness to be helped. A judgmental attitude 
ostracizes us from the very people we 
are meant to be helping. Proverbs 28:11 
says: “A rich man may be wise in his 


own eyes but a poor man who has dis¬ 
cernment sees right through him.” The 
homeless and poor have to learn how to 
survive on the streets to get through life. 

A MORALIZING ATTITUDE 

Churches must stand up and get in¬ 
volved in the community. We need to 
keep a spirit of cooperation and an at¬ 
titude that says Together we can make 
a greater difference’. On our own we 
can do a little, but together we can do 
a lot. Being part of a church that has 
a vision and getting behind that vision 
will cause us to be more affective than 
each of us trying to do it on our own. 
There is truly strength in numbers. 

I would personally not be doing street 
ministry work in the community and be¬ 
ing involved bringing homeless people 
and others to church on Sunday, if it 
were not for the vision that God gave me 
almost seven years ago at a prayer vigil 


at Broadway Park in Benton Harbor. 

Come on people, hop on board and 
get involved! Proverbs 29:7 says: “The 
righteous care about justice for the poor, 
but the wicked have no such concern.” 

If we have the attitude of look¬ 
ing for the opportunity to be generous, 
and finding people who need our help, 
we will never have a problem living 
life generously God’s way everyday! 


Lenette 

Evans, 

Saving Souls 

Ministries 

Email: 

Saving- 

souls 1@ 

yahoo.com 

269-876- 

1848 




Protest at Republican National Convention in Minneapolis. 
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Food 

If she were your daughter would you let her walk away 
In pink clogs if she were your daughter her skirt a bell 
In the light wind or a butterfly wing all by itself aloft 

If she were your daughter would you let her 
Clasping with her arms her flowered waist 
Climb the dump of Port Au Prince that ridge of filth 

With all the others to look for food? No. 

Rather than see her on that reeking mountain 
You, if you could, would bring this system down. 

— Cathleen Williams 


The People’s Tribune Needs Your Donations! 

The corporations have their own media to be their voice. The People’s Tribune is your voice. Help us go on being your voice. We 
need to raise an additional $ 1,000 per month on an ongoing basis to keep getting out the ideas that challenge corporate power. 
Order bundles! Order subscriptions. Circulate the People’s Tribune. Use the paper to build your struggle and to connect with 
other leaders and struggles across America. Help get out a vision of a new society where no one is homeless or hungry. Please 
turn to the box on Page 3 for more information on the goals and importance of this fund drive. Send donations to People’s Tri¬ 
bune, PO Box 3524, Chicago, IL 60654-3524. Call 800-691-6888 toll free to order papers. Donate on the web through paypal 
at www.peoplestribune.org 
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Interview With Green Party 
Presidential Candidate Cynthia McKinney 



The People’s Tribune submitted 
questions to Presidential candidate 
Cynthia Me Kinney and the Green Party 
Campaign. We received these answers. 
See our website for the complete inter¬ 
view at http://www.peoplestribune.org. 

People’s Tribune: Please summa¬ 
rize the key aspects of the Program of 
the Green Party. 

Cynthia McKinney: A McKinney- 
Clemente Administration would bring 
US troops home from Iraq, Afghani¬ 
stan and our many other deployments 
around the world. We are ready to: 
Reshape US foreign policy so that we 
might serve as an honest broker for 
peace on Earth; Protect home buyers 
and tenants from predatory manipula¬ 
tions which have led to the greatest 
redistribution of wealth seen since per¬ 
haps the Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade; 
take urgent action on global warm¬ 
ing, investing billions and producing 
millions of jobs converting to a solar 
economy, employing folks at livable 
wages in our own communities, retain¬ 
ing our fuel expenses for investments in 
our own communities; end the war we 
face at home in the form of militarized 
borders and schools, privatized prisons, 
the persecution of political dissent, the 
drug war, the profiling and targeting of 
our young people and people of color, 
mandatory minimums, the list goes on. 

PT: What response are you getting? 

CM: The response is overwhelm¬ 
ing. We could hardly accept all the in¬ 
vitations. The conditions accompanying 
this election are unprecedented, espe¬ 
cially with the most recent crisis of the 
Federal Bailout legislation. People are 
angry, fearful and do not feel confidence 
in either the Republican or Democratic 
presidential candidates. This campaign 


and the Green Party are seeing more in¬ 
terest. It is in the interest of all media to 
inform the people about this campaign 
and to let them know about the Green 
Party with the same level and quality of 
coverage given to the other campaigns 
and parties. The media should be in¬ 
sisting that the McKinney/Clemente 
campaign be included in the debates 
so that the people of the United States, 
who have literally been sold out by 
their government, can learn that McK¬ 
inney/Clemente and the Green Party 
are here for the wellbeing of them and 
their families and that our work and po¬ 
sitions are entirely motivated by that. 

PT: What would you do 

about the state of the economy? 

CM: I have called for immediate 
Congressional action in the following 
areas: 

1. Enactment of a foreclosure mora¬ 
torium now before the next phase of 
ARM interest rate increases take effect; 

2. Elimination of all ARM 
mortgages and their renego¬ 
tiation into 30- or 40-year loans; 

3. Establishment of new mort¬ 
gage lending practices to end preda¬ 
tory and discriminatory practices; 

4. Establishment of criteria and con¬ 
struction goals for affordable housing; 

5. Redefinition of credit andregulation 
of the credit industry so that discrimina¬ 
tory practices are completely eliminated; 

6. Full funding for initia¬ 
tives that eliminate racial and eth¬ 
nic disparities in home ownership; 

7. Recognition of shelter as a 
right according to the United Na¬ 
tions Declaration of Human Rights 
to which the U.S. is a signatory so 
that no one sleeps on U.S. streets; 

8. Full funding of a fund designed 
to cushion the job loss and provide 


for retraining of those 
at the bottom of the 
income scale as the 
economy transitions; 

9. Close all tax 
loopholes and repeal 
of the Bush tax cuts 
for the top 1% of in¬ 
come earners; and 

10. Fairly tax cor¬ 
porations, denying fed¬ 
eral subsidies to those 
who relocate jobs over¬ 
seas, repeal NAFTA; 

11. Appointment 
of former Comptroller 
General David Walker to 
fully audit all recipients 
of taxpayer cash infu¬ 
sions, including JP Mor¬ 
gan, Bear Steams, Fannie 
Mae, Freddie Mac, andAIG, and to moni¬ 
tor their trading activities into the future; 

12. Elimination of all derivatives 
trading; 

13. Nationalization of the Federal 
Reserve and the establishment of a 
federally-owned, public banking sys¬ 
tem that makes credit available for 
small businesses, homeowners, manu¬ 
facturing operations, renewable energy 
and infrastmcture investments; and 

14. Criminal prosecution of any activ¬ 
ities that violated the law, including con- 
flictsofinterestthatledtothecurrentcrisis. 

PT: What do you see as the ultimate 
solution to the rampant poverty, rac¬ 
ism, repression and drive toward war? 

CM: We need leaders of countries 
who are committed to, call for, and who 
inspire peace and caring for each other 
and who have the vision that each child 
and person can achieve and be support¬ 
ed in achieving their tmest and highest 
nature. It could start here in this country. 

Every solution and impossible 


achievement could be attained if our 
country is populated with people who 
have every chance to be as healthy, 
strong and intelligent as they canbe. The 
Green Party approaches life with the 
understanding that we and everything 
in life are all interconnected and that 
should be taken into consideration with 
designing and creating new things as 
well as solutions for what is not working. 

We have a huge country, a huge 
population and a huge number of huge 
problems. There is no quick ultimate 
solution. We need a president who 
will use their special command of at¬ 
tention and regard to lift the spirits of 
the people of this country, not just with 
words, but with honesty, accountabil¬ 
ity and action on behalf of the people. 

In tmth this will not be hard with a 
McKinney/Clemente administration 
that will not be limited to actions of 
special interest money which dictates so 
much of what the government does and 
which has caused so many of the prob¬ 
lems that we have. A McKinney/Clem¬ 
ente administration will provide an un¬ 
precedented opportunity for this country 
to shift upward to a brighter future. 


Green Party Vice Presidential Candidate Speaks 


Green Party Vice Presidential candidate 
Rosa Clemente spoke at the Republican Na¬ 
tional Convention Protests. The following 
are excerpts from that speech. 

My name is Rosa Clemente. I am 
the Green Party Vice Presidential can¬ 
didate, along with Cynthia McKinney, 
a Black woman running for president! 

It’s good to see Obama people. I 
hope you come to the right party, the 
party that will pull the troops out for 
real, the party that will give you a livable 
wage, the party that will give you health 
care, and the party that will talk about a 
war in Iraq and will talk about the war 
in Minnesota on young people the last 



V.P. Candidate Rosa Clemente. 
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two days. Journalists, Indymedia, Afri¬ 
can American and Latino young people 


being swept. But that’s what is hap¬ 
pening within the hip-hop generation, 
and African Americans, Puerto Ricans 
and young, young, young poor people. 

We are in a very serious and his¬ 
torical moment. You are either go¬ 
ing to vote based on principles at the 
least or you’re going to vote for more 
drama that includes McCain and Palin, 
Obama and Biden. When I was at the 
Democratic National Convention and 
heard Joe Biden say ‘We’re going to 
Afghanistan,’ and when I heard Hillary 
Clinton talk about the middle class — 
what happened to the working class? 
What about the real people that are put¬ 


ting down work? What about the peo¬ 
ple that need education here at home? 

There is a war happening in the 
streets of America. And when they tor¬ 
ture people in Guantanomo Bay, that’s 
because they tortured Fred Hampton, 
Jr. When they torture people in other 
countries that they call terrorists, that’s 
because they got their plans out of the 
south Bronx. We have to understand the 
connection, not only about the money 
being spent on the war, but those who go. 

I believe that the Green Party is that 
peaceful intellectual organizing revolu¬ 
tion. I am antiwar but I am also Green. 
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VOICES FROM THE “RUST BELT” 

The once heavily industrialized cities and towns in the midwest— now called the Rust Belt — are a harbinger of the future for all of America if people do not act. Here, the 
diverse struggles to gain power over the corporations and to fight as a class offer lessons for everyone. For this reason, the People’s Tribune 
devotes monthly pages to the crisis in the Rust Belt. Please send your story to People’s Tribune, PO Box 3524, Chicago, IL 60654-3524. 


National Welfare Rights Union Adopts 

Eight Position Points To Dismantle U.S. Poverty 



Maureen Taylor and Marian Kramer; Kathy Slay; Warrington Bryant. 
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Submitted by the National Welfare Rights Union. 

Americas poor and disenfranchised are languishing 
in the misery of rising poverty, a circumstance mostly ig¬ 
nored across the country. A nation that does not have a con¬ 
crete plan for the elimination of poverty is a country that 
is prepared to tolerate poverty, and is doomed to failure. 

The following points were discussed by the National 
Welfare Rights Union (NWRU), the recognized represen¬ 
tatives that speak for the victims of poverty. At our recent 
retreat/conference, the following eight position points were 
drafted and unanimously voted upon. We respectfully submit 
them to the Presidential Candidates as the foundation on 
which to start dismantling poverty in the U.S. The Nation¬ 
al Welfare Rights Union also believes that “8 is enough. ” 



Terry Hinton. 
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(1) A Guaranteed Annual Income and the Nation¬ 
alization of the Food Industry—All residents of the 
U.S. will be eligible for a guaranteed annual income to 
protect them from falling below the poverty level, and 
will have access to quality food at affordable prices. 

(2) Universal Health Care with a Single-Payer 
— All residents will be eligible for a single-payer- 
health care system funded by the federal government. 


We oppose private insurance that profits off of the 
medical conditions of low-income, uninsured people. 

(3) Nationalization of Child Care — 

All children should be eligible for free, quality 

child care. We also support a living wage for child 
care providers. 

(4) Nationalization of Education, in¬ 

cluding the Headstart Program — 

All residents will be entitled to education from birth 
to death. The Headstart Program must be preserved, 
funding must be increased, and eligibility expanded. 

(5) Nationalization of Utilities — 

All utilities including electricity, natural gas, heating 

fuels, water, alternative energy, and communications 
should be properties of the public domain and not sub¬ 
ject to privatization. All forms of communication, such 
as telephones and Internet access, should be included. 

(6) Nationalization of Housing — Everyone has a 
right to a home. It is the duty of the government to provide 
affordable housing for all residents, and provide period¬ 
ic maintenance and upgrades. We recommend a perma¬ 
nent moratorium on the demolition of public housing. 

(7) Nationalization of Public Mass Transit—All 
forms of mass, rapid transit should be fully accessible 
(includingtothosewithphysical disabilities,)andafford- 
able to all residents in communities across the country. 
Routes must include access to maj or transportation hubs 
with connecting routes in small and large communities. 

(8) Troop Withdrawal from Iraq, Afghani¬ 
stan, and No New Deployments — These wars 
have depleted the American economy with no end 
in sight. Poor people have suffered disproportion¬ 
ately from costly deployments, physically, emotion¬ 
ally, and financially. THE NEXT EIGHT YEARS 
SHOULD FOCUS ON METHODS OF PEACE, 
AND FUNDS SHOULD BE REDIRECTED TO¬ 
WARD THE ELMINATION OF POVERTY. 



Welfare rights table at Detroit Labor Day parade. 
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What Nationalization is: 

The opposite of privatization is nationaliza¬ 
tion. But we are not referring to the nationaliza¬ 
tion that the government is now using to bailout the 
financial corporations, ( i.e. where we pay for their 
problems and the where the rich people get the ben¬ 
efits.) We are calling for nationalization where the 
government takes control over the big corporations, 
runs them in our interests, and where we get the ben¬ 
efits. All of the rewards from the programs are turned 
back into society. The rich have no solution to the 
crisis. We need to take action for us. We need pro¬ 
grams in place that eliminate poverty in this country. 

The National Welfare Rights Union is the union 
for low-income persons and public assistance recipients in the 
United States of North America. The NWRU was reorganized 
in 1987 to represent the interests of low-income people, and to 
continue the work to eliminate poverty. The NWRU has chap¬ 
ters across the U.S. and affiliations with other anti-poverty 
groups outside the boundaries of the nation. NWRU 23 E. Ad¬ 
ams, 4th Floor, Detroit, Michigan 48226. Phone (313) 964-0618 


Golf Course Developer Begins Destruction Of Park 


Park Protestors Arrested in Standoff with Police 

Excerpted from a press release from Defense of Place 

The Whirlpool Corporation-backed Harbor 
Shores Community Redevelopment, Inc., started de¬ 
stroying the natural resources of Jean Klock Park in 
Benton Harbor Mich., removing 90-year old trees 
from the Lake Michigan shore and destroying some 
of the park’s dunes to create an asphalt parking lot. 

Residents who filed a lawsuit in federal court in 
Washington, D.C. in August to stop the construction of 
an exclusive private golf course in Benton Harbor’s only 
beachfront park, rushed to Jean Klock Park with other 
community activists as soon as they saw the bulldozers. 

Three Benton Township residents sat on downed, 
historic cottonwood trees destroyed by the bulldozers 
and were arrested for civil disobedience.After the ar¬ 
rests, the developers continued the destruction of the 
park by cutting away some of the southern dunes. 


All of this destruction is part of the ille¬ 
gal conversion of Jean Klock Park. A federal 
lawsuit is pending. The plaintiffs filed a mo¬ 
tion for a restraining order to halt the destruction. 
For more informatino, visit defenseofplace.org 
and Protect Jean Klock Park, protectjkp.com 

The Rape Of A City 

“How do you rape a city? The way a city is raped is 
to take everything out of it that is of some value. Ben¬ 
ton Harbor was a city of businesses, of restaurants, of 
schools and factories. You take out all the local busi- 
neses and bring in new development, but they come 
in with their rules and the local people don’t have any 
jobs, don’t have a chance for anything. If the downtrod¬ 
den people don’t adhere to the new rules, they come in 
with law enforcement. Do that sound like a city we 
know? As for what happened in Jean Klock park, “how 
can you trespass on your own park? How can you be 


arrested for trespassing in your own city, in a public 
park, on a public beach on the lakefront? The city has 
been taken over, given over by city officials, and now 
we are the trespassers. — MC, a community activist 
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An unidentified woman walks towards some 
of the expensive homes being built near Jean 
Klock Park on the shore of Lake Michigan in 
Benton Harbor. 

PHOTO /DAYMON J. HARTLEY 


Comments From Participants at the 
National Welfare Rights Union Convention 


WILLIE BAPTIST: “At every beginning stage of the 
effort by a society to solve its problems, there is a peri¬ 
od when people don’t believe that change can be done. 
We must understand that things develop in stages. . . . 
we’re at the very beginning of the stages of this move¬ 
ment we have to build.” 

KATHY SLAY: “We need to figure out a way to say to 
people that we don’t have to stay powerless!” 

KAREN SCHAUMANN: “We’ve got to quit fighting 
amongst ourselves for a better seat on the Titanic.” 

MAUREEN TAYLOR: “The enemy is the corporate ani¬ 
mal. This corporate beast is in position to make maxi¬ 
mum profits at all cost. And they’re very, very smart. 
Because of technology in production they don’t need 
you any more. Electronic production has produced 
radically new means of how to produce things. It 
doesn’t only destroy the current stage of this system 
we call capitalism. It creates the possibility of a break. 
.... we could continue to die slowly or we could say 


That’s enough! The question we all have to answer is, 
‘What are you prepared to do about it?”’ 

WILLIE BAPTIST: 4 The forces we’re up against are very 
sophisticated.Somehow we have to use our collective 
brain power to develop the kind of knowledge that can 
be the basis of effective strategy. Your description of 
a problem determines nine-tenths of the solution. If 
what’s coming at us is a grizzly bear, and your assess¬ 
ment is that it’s a teddy bear, then you’re in trouble. 
We have a grizzly bear coming at us and we’ve got 
to understand where its weak points are, what are our 
strengths, and how we can strike a blow at their weak 
points. This is strategy and tactics. This is intelligence. 
This is knowledge. We have to incorporate in all our 
work an educational process so that we can educate 
others. Slavery was first ended in people’s thinking be¬ 
fore it was ended in fact. 

I’ve been black a long time. ... it’s clear to me that 
these forces have us so preoccupied with black and 
white and black and brown and these color things — 
and the only color they’re concerned 
with is green and everything that they 
do is to manipulate us into these ques¬ 
tions.” 


The auto companies have plans for the elections. 
They’re pushing for bllions to rebuild this auto indus¬ 
try that they wasted. The unions got a plan. Their plan 
is to get a Democratic President and Congress elected. 
Then, they’re going to pass a card check bill.We sign 
up 50% of the cards, and we got a union in there.That’s 
all they want? What about the people at American Axle 
that lost their jobs? What about all the others that used 
to work somewhere that don’t have a job? They got a 
plan going into the elections, and we ought to have a 
plan going into the elections about what we want.” 

MARIAN KRAMER: “If they can put Reverend Pinkney 
in jail for just quoting the Bible, it’s a different time. 
We’ve been on with the NAACP, Congressman Cony¬ 
ers, Jesse Jackson, and A1 Sharpton. They are so tied 
up in the corporations, they will not step forward. The 
Governor, she’s in their back pockets. She was in the 
forefront of fighting for Whirlpool to obtain the beach 
site in Benton Harbor. Rev. Pinkney and BANCO have 
been a thorn in their side.This is not the civil rights 
movement.They don’t even have to tell you why 
they’re arresting you today. That is why we have to 
get the young people out and old folks too. Let them 
get the knowledge and know what they’re about to get 
into. 

ANDREA GRIMMETT: “When we talk to young people, 
we have to make them understand that this man is in 
prison because of his beliefs .The thing that’s miss¬ 
ing in these young people is hope. Reverend Pinkney 
gives them hope.” 

QUINTIN WILLIAMS: It’s true enough that more Blacks 
are going into prison, but it’s all people who are going 
into prison, and there needs to be a movement where 
people stand up.” 


Special thanks to Ann Rail and Sylvia Orduho for pro¬ 
viding text and photos for the welfare rights pages. 



Kathy Slay, Maureen Taylor, Lisa Richards and Dottie 
Stevens. 

PHOTO/ANN RALLAND SYLVIA ORDUNO 


GENERAL BAKER: “This fundamen¬ 
tal crisis is not going to change. Ev¬ 
ery day they’re making new robots. 
It’s a different world. Some tell me 
it’s not about the robots, it’s because 
they sent the plant overseas, but that’s 
a damn lie Workers are on strike in 
Brazil, in Germany, in Morocco, in 
Australia, in Mexico — all of them 
are catching Hell. The plant they sent 
to Mexico has robots in it too. We’re 
in a permanent fix, and we’ve got to 
do battle. 



Protest at the Republican National Convention. 


SPEAKERS FOR A NEW AMERICA 

Our speakers are in the forefront of the struggle for a new America. 
Plan now for speakers for: 

African American History Month in February, 

Women’s History Month in March, 

Cinco de Mayo in May, 

Hispanic Heritage Month in September 

and Homeless and Hunger Awareness Week in November. 

Call 800-691-6888 

or email info@speakersforanewamerica.com 
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SPEAKERS 

fora 

NEW AMERICA 



our speakers bring a 
message of hope 
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A War Budget Leaves Every Child 


By Chris Venn 

This month high school students 
have returned to their schools with their 
expectations of making new friends, 
learning new skills and grabbing oppor¬ 
tunity. In a scenario that is growing more 
familiar year by year, these students will 
be met not only by their teachers, class¬ 
mates and friends, but also by military 
recruiters anxious to convince their 
17 year old classmates that their only 
hope for the future is in the military. 
These recruiters will be in the school’s 
hallways, in classrooms, in guidance 
centers and...in the student’s homes. 

How has this happened? With the 
advent of the war on Iraq in March of 
2003 the military has been provided 
with a $3 - 4 billion -a-year-budget for 
recruiting high school students. Under 
an act known as “No Child Left Be¬ 
hind” (NCLB) section 9528, schools 
that receive federal funding (which is 
every public high school in the coun¬ 
try) must comply with a request by a 
military recruiter for high school stu¬ 
dents’ names, addresses, and telephone 
numbers, unless a parent has “opted 
out” of providing such information. 


In internal documents the military 
has stated that’s its purpose at any partic¬ 
ular school is to “take over the school”! 

Recently, however, students, such as 
those at Garfield High School in East 
Los Angeles, California, are more and 
more likely to meet teachers like the 
speech therapist, Arlene Innouye, com¬ 
munity activists such as Sandra and 
Ulis Williams, Iraq War veteran Ma- 
ricela Guzman and high school student 
peace activists whose aim is to counter 
this exploitation of students and milita¬ 
rization of their high school. Individu¬ 
als, supported by such organizations 
as Coalition Against Militarism in our 
Schools (CAMS, www.militaryfree- 
schools.net http://www.militaryfree- 
schools.net/ ), the American Friends 
Service Committee, Youth and Milita¬ 
rism program (http://afsc.orchidsuites. 
net/Youth&Militarism/)and http://afsc. 
orchidsuites.net/Youth&Militarism/) 
and project YANO (www.projectya- 
no.org) are opposing this militari¬ 
zation of the nation’s high schools. 

As a first step to countering military 
presence in their school, students, par¬ 
ents and teachers have been requesting 
that their students’ names be excluded 


from the list the school is required to 
send to the Pentagon. Section 9528 of 
NCLB requires that parents be allowed 
to exclude their child’s name from the 
military’s database. This is also known 
as “opting out”. In the Los Angeles Uni¬ 
fied School District, and particularly 
at Garfield High the percentage of stu¬ 
dents “opting out” has been climbing 
year by year. Although “opting out” is 
not a guarantee against the military ob¬ 
taining student’s names in other ways, 
the Opt Out campaign at Garfield High 
dramatizes the tragedy of 17 year olds 
confronting a decision which may 
and will change the rest of their lives. 
Throughout Los Angeles County, many 
communities are now aware that their 
young women and men are confront¬ 
ing this decision without preparation. 

“My son wanted to join the Army. 
I told him, you know, you don’t want 
to fight for a country that doesn’t 
give a damn about you,” said Kim¬ 
berly Roberts, from Trouble the Wa¬ 
ters, a film about Hurricane Katrina. 

Garfield High used to be one of the 
top five high schools in the country for 
producing recruits into the military. To¬ 
day, thanks to a growing realization in 


Behind 



Protest opposing militarization of 
schools. 
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the community of an unjust war and the 
effects of war on youth, the number of 
recruits has dropped, student organiza¬ 
tions on campus are thriving and Gar¬ 
field High, a school serving a poor but 
proud community is at the top of the 
list of schools saying no to the military. 

Our first steps toward a just so¬ 
ciety begin by protecting our youth 
from the corporate sponsored war 
machine and welcoming our young 
people into the battle for justice as 
equals in the fight for our future. 


A Poem by Ryan Endicott 

Let me take this time for all my brothers and sisters 

to open up your eyes and help you realize dare I say TERRORIZE 

all these bullshit LIES driven by white collar suit and ties 

who sit around and compromise the EXPENDIBILITY of soldier’s lives. 

While gross profits soar high- the DEATH tolls rise. 

Gold flows deep into this country ILLEGALLY 

cause it’s just a conspiracy that the Bush and Chaney team won without 
popularity 

mysteriously dare I say MALICIOUSLY. 

Do the math 1+2 IS 3 

Coincidently the vice presidency is held by a former high ranking advisory 
EMPLOYEE 

of the company that is currently running everything that has anything to 
do 

with every single drop of OIL in the sands and soil of Iraq. 

HATRED is bom and bread on the heads of CHILDREN 

to young to see through the PROPOGANDA 

produced in order to achieve a machine that’s capable of KILLING 

which normal human beings instinctually REJECT doing. 

The fog of TERROR disguises and hides this enterprises true motives 
to create a country filled with zombies so SCARED of terror 
they’ll sign away all the rights our fathers and mothers and sister and broth¬ 
ers are fighting and have already died for 
loaded with politics and large BANK RECEIPTS 
the corporate world wages WAR on foreign soil for OIL 
costing nothing more than the lives of a few THOUSAND soldiers between 
the ages of 18 and 35. 

I pose this question to all of you that are confused of the blatant and obvi¬ 
ous TRUTH 

if we give away all the freedoms we are fighting to protect in this war did 
we win or did we lose? 


Nothing makes me more of a man than this pen that I hold in my hand 
other than taking a stand for my RIGHTS 

cause I wont let them do what they’re trying to do without a FIGHT 
Ill stand strong and ill FIGHT to the bone and if I have to lord I’ll lay down 
my LIFE. 

I wont them go on telling these lies cause what they’re telling their people 
it just isn’t right. 

All their tax payers are paying for labors and soldiers are DYING for their 
favors. 

Can’t you see what’s happening to this country or don’t you care? 

Cause were lying here - 
screaming here - 
crying here dying here - 

while their in their sailboats going god knows where. 

Wearing Armani and smoking their Cubans 
not even caring about the lives were loosing. 

Sit relay and educate 

cause while I’m only one I can motivate 

ONE THOUSAND which can change the world. 

It’s our OBLIGATION as AMERICANS 
to stand up for what we believe. 

If not for us then for our children 
so they can live free 

Some will label me nothing more than a left wing extremist 
street punk anarchist 
diatribing ignorance. 

But ill stand strong and look at those fascists right in the eye 
with my fist held high... 

Cause God Dam it 

IM AN AMERICAN PATRIOT!! 

Poem continues on opposite page. 
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Why the Bailout Won’t Work 
and What We Need to Do 



No Bailout Protest in San Francisco. 

PHOTO/CRAIGIEST 


As this edition of the People’s Tri¬ 
bune goes to press, the government has 
just approved the $700 billion bailout of 
the banks and other wealthy speculators. 
Among the people there is a mixture of 
anger and fear — anger that the specula¬ 
tors are being bailed out, and fear over 
where the economy is headed. 

The government is trying desper¬ 
ately to save a dying economic system. 
We must also see that the corporations 
are moving to gain complete control of 
our society and run it entirely in their 
interests. 

To understand why the proposed 
bailout won’t work and is not in the 
workers’ interest, we need to see what is 
really at the root of the crisis. 

With the advent of computers and ro¬ 
bots, more and more production is car¬ 
ried on with fewer and fewer workers. 
Millions of jobs have been permanently 
eliminated or reduced to part-time, con¬ 
tingency or low-wage jobs. This has 
produced an unprecedented polarity of 
wealth and poverty. At one end of soci¬ 
ety are millions who are cast out of the 
economy and are struggling to survive 
on little or no work. At the other end is a 
tiny class of billionaires and the corpo¬ 
rations they control. It is the elimination 
of jobs and the corresponding destruc¬ 
tion of the market that is at the root of 
the crisis and the global economic de¬ 
pression we now see developing. 

As more production is done with 
less labor, there is practically no actual 
productive capacity, such as a factory, 
for the wealthy and the corporations to 


invest in. A relative handful of mines, 
mills, factories and giant farms spread 
around the world can produce every¬ 
thing that humanity can consume. With 
nothing productive to invest in that will 
actually give them a profit, the corpo¬ 
rations have turned to speculation — in 
effect, they make money by gambling, 
by buying and selling all kinds of ex¬ 
otic financial instruments. And most of 
the speculation has been carried on with 
trillions of dollars of borrowed money. 

Now we are seeing trillions of dollars 
in value wiped out as the financial house 
of cards built by speculation collapses. 
The fact is that most of these financial 
instruments really have no value. This is 
because the underlying “real” economy 
— where real economic value is created 
by human labor power in the production 
process — is being destroyed by replac¬ 
ing human labor with computers and ro¬ 
bots. You can’t continue to have a market 
economy when the market — which con¬ 
sists of people with jobs and the money 
to buy things — is being destroyed. And 
that problem is not going to be fixed by 
bailing out the speculators. 

For all practical purposes, the cor¬ 
porations have merged with the govern¬ 
ment, and their ultimate aim is to use 
the power of the government to recon¬ 
struct society in the way most profit¬ 
able to them. They don’t care whether 
the workers live or die. They are fully 
prepared to use the power and financial 
resources of the government to national¬ 
ize private property, so long as it’s done 
in a way that suits their interests. We 


are seeing this in the 
bailout of the banks 
and speculators. 

The corporations 
will end up with the 
wealth, and we, the 
people, will still be 
scrambling to sur¬ 
vive. What is going 
to be done to guar¬ 
antee food, clothing, 
housing, health care, 
energy, education, 
transportation and 
the other necessities 
of modem life for 
the workers? Where 
is our bailout? 

Modem methods 
of production mean 
that it is now pos¬ 
sible to have a soci¬ 
ety organized around 
meetings people’s 
needs, where what 
we produce is dis¬ 
tributed according 
to need, and not ac¬ 
cording to how much 
money you have. We 
can have a society 
where no one is homeless or hungry, or 
does without health care. As a step in 
that direction, we need to demand that 
certain industries — including the finan¬ 
cial industry — be nationalized in such a 
way that we can guarantee that people’s 
day to day needs are met. This means 
we must confront corporate control of 


the government. It is supposed to be our 
government, and we must demand that 
it represent our interests. The future is 
up to us. 


Poem continued from opposite page. 

I made a prose to all the fallen to keep this country free 
and I don’t care if I wind up in jail to end all of this peril 
I won’t give in not for one second 
not for all of their money 
and not for their mansions. 

Terror this and terror that 
Osama hit us with the 9-11 attack 

Well let me ask you something 

cause in all mysteries there one problem to solve them 

MOTIVE. 

Was 13 virgins that caused our beloved towers to fall 

or HUNDREDS AND HUNDREDS of BILLIONS of dollars 

that was STOLE at the beginning of WOLRD WAR 3 

that kicked off with the magical IRAQI DISAPPEARING OIL SCENE 

I say again- 

1+2 IS 3. 

Are your eyes open yet? 

or should I go into the PATRIOT ACT 

I hope my rhymes have mesmerized 

helped you realize 

maybe just opened those eyes. 


I hope you memorized these rhymes 

cause per the PATRIOT ACT I could be locked up for life 

held with out trial 

water boarded and tortured. 

This is unconstitutional you say? 

well you have no one to blame 

if you don’t sit - RELAY - and EDUCATE 

everyone you meet on how our rights are being stripped away. 

So turn and RUN 

SPREAD this word like a MACHINE GUN 

Cause while I am only one I can MOTIVATE 
A THOUSAND 

Which can CHANGE the WORLD!! 

© Ryan Endicott 2008 

Ryan Endicott is a veteran of the Iraq War and member of Iraq Veterans 
Against the War 

IVAW.org. He describes himself by these words: I LIKE TO PLAY GUI¬ 
TAR, LISTEN TO DEATH METAL, REVOLT AGAINST THIS LYING 
AND EVER DESTROYING GOVERNMENT. 
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New Orleans Residents Protest Shelter 
Conditions During Gustav Evacuation 


This article includes excerpts from 
a press release by the New Orleans 
Workers Center for Racial Justice. 

After returning home from state- 
run warehouse shelters, over fifty 
evacuees, organized by STAND, an 
organizing project of the New Orleans 
Workers Center for Racial Justice, ex¬ 
posed Louisiana’s differential shelter 
policy and their sub-human condi¬ 
tions in a press conference at City Hall. 

There were two kinds of shelters: 
those for people with cars who could 
drive to shelters and those for those 
who didn’t have cars (the poor, home¬ 
less, etc.) The ones for the poor were 
warehouses that were totally inadequate 
and unprepared for the evacuation. The 
protest was about this policy and the 
terrible conditions people endured — 
no running water, a few outside port- 
o-let toilets for hundreds of people, 
and state policy that forced mothers to 
bathe their newborns in dirty portable 
toilets. Over the course of seven days, 
residents became poorer and sicker as 
a direct result of shelter treatment and 
conditions. Residents returned home 


to New Orleans in greater econom¬ 
ic disadvantage than when they left. 

In large part these were residents who 
were already disadvantaged as a result of 
Hurricane Katrina. Three years after the 
breach of the 
levees, these 
residents 
were still 
profoundly 
experiencing 
displacement 
and poverty 
as the result 
of the failed 
governmen¬ 
tal response 
to Katrina 
and its after- 
math.These 
residents are 
now deeply 
unwilling 
to trust the 
state or to 
participate in 
future evacuations. Almost without ex¬ 
ception, residents expressed their pref¬ 
erence to risk staying even as a hurri¬ 


cane approaches rather than to evacuate 
into the deplorable and humiliating con¬ 
ditions they had to face during Gustav. 

STAND and residents demanded 
an end to the inhuman shelter condi¬ 
tions. Upon 
arrival at 
Mayor Ray 
Nagin’s of¬ 
fice, protest¬ 
ers were met 
with closed 
doors and 
armed secu¬ 
rity guards. 
While the 
mayoral staff 
agreed to set 
up meetings 
with evacu¬ 
ees, the may¬ 
or continued 
to avoid tak¬ 
ing a pub¬ 
lic position 
by choos¬ 
ing to dine out instead of receiving 
the evacuees in a meeting. Stand and 
New Orleans residents immediately 


met with City Council Member Ar¬ 
nold Fielkow and asked that he take a 
public stand on whether he supported 
residents’ demands to revoke the state 
differential treatment policy that forced 
the most vulnerable New Orleans’ resi¬ 
dents into inhumane shelter conditions. 

As evacuated New Orleans residents 
took their demands to City Hall, they 
saw the beginnings of public recogni¬ 
tion of the state’s failures. Louisiana 
Department of Social Services Secretary 
Ann Williamson resigned and Governor 
Jindal finally publicly stated his disap¬ 
pointment with aspects of the Gustav 
Evacuation. Residents continue to put 
pressure on local and state elected offi¬ 
cials to revoke the differential treatment 
sheltering policy, apologize, and involve 
affected residents. They continue to de¬ 
mand that the state adopt an equitable di- 
sasterpolicythatpro-actively advantages 
the poor by prioritizing them at the pre¬ 
cise time that they are most vulnerable. 

For more information, con¬ 
tact Saket Soni at 504-881-6610 
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Offensive Against Gentrification In San Francisco 


By Yolanda Catzalco 

For over 15 years, builders have 
purchased industrial and residential 
land and built higher priced condo¬ 
miniums, forcing thousands of families, 
primarily minorities, out of work, out 
of housing, and out of San Francisco. 

To counter the gentrification of¬ 
fensive, Mission Antidisplacement 
Coalition (MAC)was formed in 2000. 
The fruit of this struggle has been a 
NONBINDING resolution initiated by 
MAC to build 64% affordable hous¬ 
ing in the Mission, SoMa, Showplace 
Square/Potrero Hill, and Central Wa¬ 
terfront districts. This area covers 
about one fourth of San Francisco. 
Depending on the outcome, the plan 
could extend to all of San Francisco. 

However, the plan that is going to be 
considered by the San Francisco Board 
of Supervisors relies on private devel¬ 
opers to provide a paltry 15 to 20% of 
units developed as “affordable.” In¬ 
stead, MAC is organizing to enact 
El Plan Popular (the People’s Plan). 

To pacify people, the city’s Planning 
Department predicts that up to 28% of 
units built under their plan would be af¬ 
fordable. MAC says twenty-eight out of 
100 units is not enough. “Up to now the 
market has failed to produce affordable 


housing in the City. When there is a 
market failure, it is the responsibility of 
the government to correct that failure.” 

Instead, the Mission Area Plan rec¬ 
ommends heights along Mission Street 
between 17th and 23rd streets reaching 
85 feet. Eight-story buildings without 
an increase in affordability requirements 
defies the Planning Code. For the last ten 
years thousands of units have been built 
in SoMa, raising land values without 
lowering housing prices. MAC proposes 
that developers “contribute more afford¬ 
able housing units to society in exchange 
for an exemption from the planning 
code which limits heights to 55 feet.” 

MAC also proposes that “at least 
30% of all units be sold at 80-120% of 
San Francisco’s annual median income 
and rented at 60% of the annual median 
income. MAC proposes housing costs 
be paid by “establishing a set aside of 
2.5 cents of every local property tax dol¬ 
lar generating an estimated $33 million 
each year for the next 15 years.” MAC 
also suggests setting aside 40-60% 
of funding for new housing develop¬ 
ment to assist low income households. 

In 2003, mayoral candidate Matt 
Gonzalez proposed taxing property 
worth one Million Dollars. Gavin 
Newsom campaigned to tax property 
worth two Million Dollars. Mayor 


Gavin Newsome won. But the contra¬ 
diction is the move by the Mayor to 
make San Francisco a biotech capital 
of the nation/world by restructuring 
San Francisco for 1) biotech, 2) digital 
media and 3) green sector technology. 
Moving in the opposite direction is the 
tally of one or two Hispanic, homeless 
immigrants a month dying in the streets 
due to lack of shelter and medical care. 

Another contradiction is the rezon¬ 
ing plan which would mean a loss of 
10,000 retail, restaurant, 
and industrial jobs. The 
plan leaves many questions 
unanswered and a dubious 
future looming ahead of 
us. Will the character and 
flavor of Mission and San 
Francisco be destroyed if 
restructuring takes place? 

We must demand that 
government tax multi¬ 
million dollar corpora¬ 
tions or divert monies 
from the military budget 
to provide housing for all. 

It is the capitalist sys¬ 
tem that relies on produc¬ 
ing machinery that replaces 
laborers for maximum pro¬ 
ductivity in name of profits 
that is the reason for home¬ 


lessness, unemployment, and migra¬ 
tion —not the immigrants who merely 
want a better life for their families. 

No income should not translate 
into no housing in English, Span¬ 
ish, Russian or any other language. 
Right to housing should not ex¬ 
clude undocumented immigrants. 

For info on hearings and voting @ 
City Hall contact MAC (415) 531-4239. 



Housing Protests in San Francisco 
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An Update On The Franklin Situation 



Franklin Shelter demonstration in Washington, D.C. 


By Eric Jonathan Sheptock 

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The doors 
of Franklin Shelter were closed on the 
morning of September 26th, 2008 for 
what D.C. Mayor Adrian Fenty thinks is 
the last time. As it turns out, the D.C. 
Council passed legislation on September 
16 that requires the mayor to house 300 
men, provide the needed social services 
and make sure that he has sufficient hy¬ 
pothermia shelter for the winter before 
he can close Franklin Shelter. It also re¬ 
quires him to operate Franklin as a 300- 
bed shelter until he has met the various 
requirements of the bill. The mayor has 
10 working days (2 weeks) to sign or 
veto the bill. If he does neither by Sep¬ 
tember 30th, then the bill becomes law 
on October 1 by default. 

It is highly unlikely that he will have 
met the requirements of the bill by Oc¬ 
tober 1st. Giving him the right to veto 
is just a formality insomuch as 9 out of 
13 Council votes make a bill veto-proof. 
D.C. Law still requires that he be given 
the opportunity. 

Though it may seem, at the moment, 
that the homeless have lost this fight, 
it’s not over Til it’s over. It took a fight 


to get the vacant building opened up as 
a shelter. We’ve been fighting for over 
two years to keep it open as a shelter. 
The mayor claims that he has no plans 
for the building. Many of us believe that 
he has a developer waiting in the wings. 
This makes his insistence on closing the 
building a bad idea. He is closing it just 
to close it. If not to give the building to 
a developer, it might be due to the busi¬ 
ness community thinking that the home¬ 
less are an eyesore. 

This fight is about much more than a 
shelter. It is also about the proper way to 
treat the poor, putting people over profit 
and government ethics, just to name a 
few. The mayor can help the poor and 
homeless by treating us like human be¬ 
ings and allowing us to get involved in 
solving our problems and the societal 
ills that created them or he can experi¬ 
ence our wrath. Many of the homeless 
have already told me that they are going 
into “survival mode.” That means that 
they feel that their needs are not being 
met and they feel disaffected and alien¬ 
ated by their government and society. It 
also means that they will do anything in 
order to survive (the first law of nature). 
As a banner that hangs outside of the 


D.C. Historic Society reads:”Riots are 
the language of the unheard.” 

While the end of the story is unwrit¬ 
ten as of right now, if the mayor or Coun¬ 
cil make the wrong move, they could 
very well begin a new class war. Only 
this time, instead of it being the prole¬ 
tariat against the bourgeois, it could be 
the homeless against D.C. government. 


PHOTO /PORTIA WILSON 

I’m ready for anything. Stay tuned. 

Eric Jonathan Sheptock 
http://www.streats.tv/shep.html 
925 13th St., NW 
Washington, D.C. 20005-4005 


They Devour Widows’ Houses 


By CHAM Deliverance Ministry 

The following testimony was delivered 
by CHAM Deliverance Ministry to the 
National Truth Commission of the Poor 
People s Economic Human Rights Cam¬ 
paign. It was held in St. Paul, Minne¬ 
sota, on September 1 in protest of the 
Republican National Convention. 

CHAM Deliverance Ministry has 
been in battle over housing with the 
City of San Jose ever since its begin¬ 
ning back in the 1990s. But ever since 
we started as a homeless street minis¬ 
try we have understood the real cause 
of homelessness was larger than one 
city. It is our entire economic system. 

Housing in America is organized not 
as it should be, as a God-given econom¬ 
ic human right to be provided and guar¬ 
anteed for everyone. It is organized as a 
privately owned commodity to be bought 
and sold on the market to maximize profit. 

Today private speculation in housing 
has gotten so out of control that it is tak¬ 
ing over not only the housing itself but 
all the public spaces around it and every 
aspect of human life. It is privatizing 
parks, benches, restrooms, sidewalks, 
market places, and frequently patrolling 
them with private security forces. In San 
Jose, the police are on constant standby 
in St. James Park to prevent anyone 
from attempting to feed the hungry. 

Today’s homelessness began with ad¬ 
vances in automation and the early stages 


of g lobalization some thirty years ago. 
In the name of “competitiveness”, the 
government started to reduce programs 
in order to increase corporate profits 
and make workers more desperate and 
willing to work for lower wages. The 
government abandoned Federal housing 


Housing in America 
is organized not as it 
should be, as a God- 
given economic hu¬ 
man right to be provid¬ 
ed and guaranteed for 
everyone. 


programs in the 1980s, drastically re¬ 
ducing the supply of affordable housing 
and causing prices and rents to shoot up 
all across America. At the same time, the 
spread of unemployment, lower wages, 
and the cutting of the safety net plunged 
millions more into poverty. All of a sud¬ 
den, there were millions of us who did 
not have enough money to buy or rent 
the commodity called housing, and mod¬ 
em day American homelessness began. 

We in the housing movement have 
traditionally demanded more afford¬ 
able housing as the solution, and that is 
important. The main issue, however, is 
not an absolute shortage of housing, but 
rather the way it is distributed. Most of 
the housing we need is already there, it 


is just not affordable to the people who 
need it the most. Housing prices and rents 
remain sky high for most poor and work¬ 
ing people because landlords and specu¬ 
lators continually manipulate the market 
to increase profit. Speculators drove up 
the housing bubble by encouraging pred¬ 
atory lenders to sell “liar loans”, “ninja 
loansE2, and “pick-a-payment loans”. 

As Jesus said of similar people in his 
day, “They devour widows’ houses and 
for a show make lengthy prayers. Such 
men will be 
punished 
severely.” 

The 
time is right 
to get at the 
root of the 
problem. 

We need to 
begin the 
transition 
of housing 
from private 
property for 
specula¬ 
tion into 
a socially 
owned re- 
source 
for meet¬ 
ing human 
needs. The 
indigenous 
societies 
that lived in 


America before the advent of European- 
style class society owned all the land 
in common. We need to follow their 
lead and develop creative new forms 
of social ownership of land and hous¬ 
ing including land banks, non-profits, 
cooperatives, and public ownership. 
Then we need to develop public financ¬ 
ing of housing to end the stranglehold 
and extortion of the private speculators. 



Protest at the Republican National Convention. 
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VOICES FROM BENTON HARBOR, Ml 


INTERVIEW WITH REV. EDWARD 
PINKNEY WHO IS IN PRISON 

The People's Tribune interviewed Rev. Edward 
Pinkney , a community activist and leader in the fight 
against Whirlpool's take over of the town of Benton 
Harbor ; Michigan. Pinkney is incarcerated for alleged 
probation violations after a judge ruled that his use of 
Biblical quotes was threatening. After Pinkney's nom¬ 
ination by the Green Party for U.S. Representative, he 
was moved to a prison far from the media, friends and 
attorneys. 

People's Tribune: Could you give us the latest 
particulars on your case? 

Rev. Pinkney: Judge Butzbaugh denied the appeal 
bond. We anticipated this because he had previously 
claimed that the Bible scripture was a threat on his 
life. In fact, we wanted him to speed up the process so 
we can get to the appeal court where we have a 95% 
chance of them approving an appeal bond for me. Now 
they are holding up the transcript. It should have been 
received in 20-25 days. It is now 90 days. But I am 
happy. I have an opportunity to expose this system that 
has been corrupt for years. That’s why I don’t feel bad 
about being in here. 

PT. Could you speak about the conditions at 
this prison? 

Pinkney: The other jail was cleaner. This is probably 
the pits. For example, the men’s room has no soap and 
people don’t have soap of their own. It is very unsani¬ 
tary here. There’s no tissue in washrooms most of the 


time. Normally you get a couple of rolls just in case 
you run out or you need to blow your nose or what¬ 
ever. They send your clothes out but they don’t put in 
any bleach to kill the germs. This is supposed to be a 
level 1 prison, but it is really a level 2. You can tell by 
the fence and also they got cameras everywhere. So 
everything you do is watched closely. Let’s say they 
think you have been in the cafeteria long enough, but 
you haven’t completed your meal. They can tell you 
to leave. If you are slow or don’t do it, you are disci¬ 
plined. They try to keep you in total check. When you 
get back in the world, you can’t adjust. People need to 
know exactly how the system works. It is basically all 
about the money. It’s not about rehabilitation. It’s not 
about reform. They get about $35,000 per prisoner and 
they probably spend $4,500 a year on the prisoner and 
the security forces. So that’s what that adds up to. 

Pinkney: What I’m working on now is to insure that 
people get out of here. They have a program called 
an AOP (Assaultive Offender Program.) If you don’t 
complete that program, and they require you to, you 
will get what’s called a flop - which could be another 
12 or 24 months. That’s serious. It’s just another way to 
keep people here. A flop prolongs your stay. We need 
to get the word out to the governor about this through 
the media. The public thinks people are in prison to 
protect them. But it doesn’t make sense to put people 
in prison and then turn them out without any way to 
survive. After you finish your minimum sentence, it’s 
time to go home. But here, if you don’t complete some 
of the stupid programs they have, that’s a reason to 
keep you. 



Justice Rally, Benton Habor 


PT: Please speak about your Green Party 
nomination for U.S. Representative. 

Pinkney: It was an honor to be nominated to be a U.S. 
representative. The position will allow things to be ex¬ 
posed in Berrien County. Representative Upton and 
Whirlpool have so much power. If we bring somebody 
else in they will work to protect the people, not St. 
Joseph, the township and Whirlpool. And we can stop 
the outsourcing of jobs by Whirlpool. If I happen to be 
elected, I can bring more jobs in for everybody - not 
just for some of the people. Whirlpool is outsourcing 
jobs to Mexico and all over the place. We could build 
factories in Berrien Country. I had an opportunity to 
bring jobs in but they stopped me. Another thing I am 
going to do is deal with the prison system. I am going 
to prove where the money is being spent. 

This is a tremendous opportunity for me and also for 
the people. We have a chance to do something we nev¬ 
er did before. Most people are scared. But there’s no 
fear in my heart. First, is the fight for justice. There’s 
nothing more important than justice itself, but when 
you talk about justice, people get scared. You have to 
stand up. That’s what Upton has failed to do. All he 
cares about is justice for Whirlpool and for the people 
in St. Joseph. I care about all the people. It’s my duty. 
I can’t stop doing this. If I stop doing this I defeat my 
whole purpose of being on earth. I am mentally and 
morally prepared. Just to be nominated is such a tre¬ 
mendous thing. I’m walking on a cloud right now. The 
people had enough love and respect for me to say that 
they want to run me for a U.S. representative. If I were 
out, I would be campaigning like a mad man. We may 
not be successful this year. But when I get out of here 
we will be successful the following year. 

MORE PRISON NOTES FROM REV. PINKNEY: 

Michigan has an incarceration rate of 489 prison¬ 
ers per 100,000 people. These prisoners are now be¬ 
ing taxed. Governor Jennifer Granholm 
has placed a surcharge on prisoner store 
purchases, which is unconstitutional. 
The governor is taxing the prisoners an 
additional 10% on all store food items. 
It is illegal to tax your food purchases. 
The prisoners already pay more for these 
items than you do. Both the Federal and 
State Constitution prohibit taxation with¬ 
out representation. A prisoner is not rep¬ 
resented because they cannot vote while 
in prison. The surcharge goes into effect 
on October 1, 2008. Contact the media: 
Flood Ojibway and Lansing with phone 
calls and letters. Ojibway: 906-787- 
2214. Dept, of Corrections: 517-335- 
1426. Gov. Granholm: 517-335-7858. 
Ask family, friends and voters to 
put together a referendum to repeal 
RA. 245. It will take at least 200,000 
signatures. We want everybody to 
get involved. WE NEED YOUR HELP. 
STOPTHE SURCHARGE 


PT: 


FREE PINKNEY!! 

How You Can Help: 

1) Get big name people to support 
Rev. Pinkney. 

2) Connect Benton Harbor with 
other redevelopment and environ¬ 
mental struggles. 

3) Send donations for the appeal 
to Pinkney Defense, 1940 Union 
St., Benton Harbor, Ml 49022. Call 

269-925-0001 

4) Send letters or postcards supporting Rev. 
Pinkney’s application to the Parole Board to Michi¬ 
gan Dept, of Corrections, Office of the Parole Board, 
Pardons and Commutations Coordinator, Post Office 
Box 30003, Lansing, Ml 48909 

5) Visit BANCO website for for more information atb- 
hbanco.blogspot.com/ 



Could you speak about why they moved 
you to the far northern part of Michi¬ 
gan? 

Pinkney: They moved me so the media couldn’t 
get to me. They have been redirecting the me¬ 
dia to call Lansing. People then get a record¬ 
ing. They are trying to throw you off. After 
you call here, call directly to the governor’s 
office and let her know. Granholm had already 
given approval to have these interviews. Also, 
I had a couple of interviews and the prison was 
on the other line, which is illegal. I’m trying 
to get all this information together. It appears 
that everything is falling right into place. I’m 
not mad about being here. I am one of the few 
people who can honestly say I might be a little 
happy to be here. I have an opportunity to do a 
lot of things. I got these judges who I can get, 
I got Berrien County and I got the department 
of corrections — I got them all. 
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